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 What do you want 2008 to be like? As you look ahead to the upcoming year, what do want it to be like? What do you 
want to change about yourself? What are your new year’s resolutions? What do you hope to accomplish? 
 There are the normal things of course – lose some weight. Pass into the next grade. Make the team. Ace the test. But there 
may be some others – get married. Have a baby. Beat the cancer. Adopt a child. Those are life-changing things. 
 And there are national events coming up as well – who will be our president in 2008? Are you already following the 
election campaign? Who do you think will win? Do you care? Do you have a certain candidate you want to win? Do you think our 
country will be saved or doomed depending on who wins or loses?  
 And the overarching question to all of that is this one – what does God think about all of those concerns? What does the 
Lord who reigns think about 2008?  
 Commentators say this is one of eight psalms that would have been read at the beginning of every new year. They all deal 
with the kingly reign of God.  The first two words are “Yahweh melek” – the Lord reigns, and this psalm proclaims God’s rule of 
Israel, and indeed God’s rule of the whole earth and universe. 
 Let’s look at three parts to this psalm and how it directs us for the new year.  
 

The King2 
 As I mentioned, the first two words set the stage for us. The Lord Reigns! Yahweh melek. This is more of declaration than 
a statement. There should be an exclamation point afterwards to show the decisiveness of it. The Lord reigns! This is the true sense 
of the phrase: God rules! 
 We frankly need to be reminded of this. We think we rule. Our thoughts are about ourselves and how we determine our 
outcomes all day every day. This psalm “confronts us afresh with a fact whose impact on us may have weakened; and further, its 
decisive tense points on the day when the King will come in power.”3  
 There is a repetitive nature to these phrases. Hebrew poetry does this to emphasize its points. God is robed, robed. He has 
put on his glorious apparel and girded himself with strength. This speaks first of his majesty. Majesty is, according to Boice, 
dignity, authority of sovereign power, stateliness and grandeur. I have a terry cloth robe that I wear when I get into the hot tub at 
my parents’ place. I love to get in the hot tub on extremely cold mornings. Soaking in the tub with the warmth of the water and the 
cold on my face is exhilarating. But I need a robe to get from the door to the water. Many of you have seen it. And most of you 
have laughed. Okay, so that’s not a robe of majesty. 
 When I think of majesty, I think of two things. The first is the song I learned in Baptist circles.  
Majesty, worship his majesty,  Unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise.  Majesty, kingdom authority flow from his throne unto 
his own; His anthem raise. 
So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus, Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus the King. Majesty, worship his majesty;  Jesus who 
died, now glorified, King of all Kings. 
 The church I went to for awhile in college would do that song with an orchestra and the strings singing it and I would get 
goosebumps. But they might have done it a bit too often and killed it for me.  
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The Lord reigns; he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed; 
he has put on strength as his belt. Yes, the world is 
established; it shall never be moved.  
2 Your throne is established from of old;  
you are from everlasting. 
3 The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up 
their voice; the floods lift up their roaring.  
4 Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than 
the waves of the sea, the Lord on high is mighty! 
5 Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits your 
house, O Lord, forevermore. ESV 
 

God is King, robed and ruling, God is robed and surging with 
strength. And yes, the world is firm, immovable,  
Your throne ever firmÑ you're Eternal!  
3-4 Sea storms are up, God,  Sea storms wild and roaring,  
Sea storms with thunderous breakers.  
Stronger than wild sea storms,  Mightier than sea-storm 
breakers,  Mighty God rules from High Heaven.  
5 What you say goesÑ it always has.  
"Beauty" and "Holy" mark your palace rule,  
God, to the very end of time. The Message 



 The other thing I think of is Xerxes. I have seen the movie “300” and recently read the book Gates of Fire, both about the 
battle of Thermopylae in which a small band of Greeks and their allies held out against tens of thousands of Persians. Xerxes rolls 
up in his splendor, with massive displays of grand power. His whole persona is meant to portray god-like power, majesty and 
grandeur.  
 God’s majesty isn’t jewels, wives or armies. He is robed in majesty itself. This majesty produces awe when people see 
him. When Isaiah came face to face with God’s majesty, it undid him. He couldn’t take how awesome it was.  
 We don’t only see majesty. We also read of his power. He’s robed in majesty, and he puts on strength like a belt. His 
majesty is a real power, not just a show of power like Xerxes and many other human rulers. He is strong, mighty, powerful.  
 And he is immutable. He never changes; he cannot be moved.  “Despite appearances, nothing is able to move or, even 
less, destroy god’s creation but God himself.”4 

We know the material universe is in constant change, decaying or running down. The decay may be spread out over such 
a long time span that it is almost unnoticed by us, but it is nevertheless running down. There is a story about a plate stuck in a tree 
for forever. No one could get it down. Then one day a woman by a window saw it come down. It simply disintegrated. What had 
appeared like inactivity for so long was actually not the case. Factors unseen were working the whole time to move the plate, 
factors inside the plate itself. It finally just broke down. 5 
 The crazy thing to think of is that is going to happen to the sun. Its easier to see but harder to take that each of us is 
getting older, moving toward death. I am seeing more and more grey hairs. My recovery time is getting longer. Each of us is one 
day closer to our death. We are changing and decaying.  
 It’s also true about popular opinion. What was once right and true is now out. You only have to follow the medical 
information to see this. Salt is good. Don’t eat salt. Take this drug. No, that drug will kill you. This president will be great for us –
he stinks.  
 We love this man. We want him crowned as king. We will follow him. Then: Crucify him!  
 But God doesn’t change. He will remain the same. This speaks of the last thing in this first part – his eternity. God always 
has been and he always will be, and he is everywhere the same in his eternal being.  

Ps. 90:1-2 says: Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or 
ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

God is said to be: Alpha and Omega, beginning and the end. We will be singing in the new heavens and new earth: Holy, 
Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come.  

What does this mean for us? God can be trusted to remain as he reveals himself to be. He will not change. And God is 
inescapable. Ignoring him won’t work. He is still there. Some day friends, we will give an account.  
 

The Tumult 
 Most of you are like me. You hear this about God’s majesty, power, immutability and eternality, and you – well, you 
yawn. It’s not like you don’t care at all. Sure, God. That’s nice. That’s even awesome. But – so what? I’m living down here, and 
you seem to be “up there” and I don’t see how these fantastic attributes have much to do with my day to day life. Have you been 
paying attention to the heartbreak down here? There is real brokenness. 
 I just finished reading a book entitled, Unprotected. It’s about the problems with our mental and medical health care and 
the agenda it promotes. It’s written by a woman who wants to remain anonymous because she’s a psychologist and counselor at a 
university and her thoughts are so unpopular and anti-establishment that she knows she’ll be a pariah if she lets out who she is.  
 But she talks about how she sits with students every day in her office and they’re hurting. Most of them are women. They 
exercise, eat right, don’t smoke and yet – they are lonely. They don’t understand why their boyfriends don’t love them. They have 
been talked into being “friends with benefits” and can’t trace that that is a cause of their unhappiness. As the author writes, “You 
can’t put a condom on your heart.” They think they’ll be able to delay pregnancy indefinitely, unaware of the side effects of their 
STDs and even the pill they’ll have taken for over a decade. They have abortions and regret the decision almost every day.  
 What is the response of the medical community? Ignore the problem. Talk about safer sex instead of virginity. Talk about 
picking wise partners instead of how we are made to love. To promote the few women who have no regrets instead of the 
thousands upon thousands who do. To prescribe medication instead of to ask about trauma of the heart. To promote careerism 
instead of discuss the realities of motherhood and its decreasing likelihood over age 30.  
 Traumas. Real traumas that the counselors are taught not to understand and deal with. One of the chapters discusses how 
people of faith, ones who believe in God and pray and go to church, are far less likely to suffer from a host of problems – 
depression, suicidal tendencies, sexually transmitted diseases and more. But of course, no one can say that to a patient when she 
enters an office. Its considered unprofessional to help her in the matters of the heart, the place where we really live.  
 But isn’t life like that. We have said everything changes but God. It’s true. We are hurting people. We have pains and 
troubles.  
 One of the images the Bible uses to portray this reality is that of the floods. Flood waters in the Bible are pictures of 
chaos, instability, fear and worry. It makes sense. If you’ve ever been out on a body of water and the wind picked up and it started 
storming, you were – scared. It’s not a fun place to be. You are out of control and you know it.  
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The floods surge and rage, they pound and roar. The waters come up and they threaten to undo us. The Bible is real about 
these things.  
 The summer after last, I went white water rafting up on Montana. My friend Matt and I took our older kids, plus the 
oldest daughter of another family. The river was fairly tame, but there were some exciting spots. We had a pleasant float, and 
geared up near the end for our biggest test. Our guide told us he’d never hit the rock right in the middle of the river, and he’d never 
dumped a raft.  
 You guessed it – he did both of those things this day. He’d been telling us about how people could only stand about 15 
minutes in the freezing cold water, and there we were trying to swim to shore, wondering what happened. I finally made it and 
looked back, and Ruth still was in the raft along with one of the daughter, Elle and another man who rode with us. No guides. Just 
the three of them. My heart jumped in my throat, and I struggled to keep my cool. By this time the rafts behind us had backed up 
and the guides had come down to help.  
 The three of them finally had to bail out, but it was difficult because the raft kept moving and was pinned against the 
rock. Needless to say, it was petrifying. Why hadn’t we stayed on land? With all the safety, all the training, all the precautions – 
you can’t predict what will happen in the water.  
 Has your year been like that? Have you been in the waters this year? What was frightening for you? In what areas were 
you out of control this year? With all the safety, all the training and all the precautions, you still battled the flood this year didn’t 
you?  
 I don’t want to minimize any of that. The Bible doesn’t, so I won’t either. But you have to see that, while the Bible 
acknowledges the floods, it has a final word about them. 4 Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves of 
the sea, the Lord on high is mighty! 
 God is mightier than the floods. He is the king of all nature. He is the king of the cosmos. I can’t explain all that means or 
how it works  or why he allows this suffering in our lives. But I can affirm what the Bible says is true.  
 We sing this in “Be Still My Soul”: Be still, my soul:  thy God doth undertake To guide the future,  as He has the past. 
 Thy hope, thy confidence  let nothing shake; All now mysterious  shall be bright at last.  Be still, my soul:  the waves and winds 
 still know His voice Who ruled them  while He dwelt below. 
 The wind and the waves still know his voice. God is in charge, despite appearances. He is in charge over all the world, 
including people, all of history and every personal and historical development. The Bible flanks our real concerns with the glory of 
God’s mightiness.  
 

The Reign of Right 
 The last part of this psalm deals with God’s reign of right. Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits your 
house, O Lord, forevermore. 
 After what we’ve just read, we might expect encouragement for the believer to stand firm in the fight against the flood. 
But we don’t get that. We get more about God and his character, which is wholly reassuring and wholly demanding.  
 The psalmist writes of God’s decrees and how they are trustworthy. We aren’t only talking about the power and majesty 
of God here, but of his lawfulness.  
 I’m reading a historical novel about the American Revolution entitled Rise to Rebellion by Jeff Shaara, and it’s great. One 
of the interesting parts is the contrast between two cousins – Sam Adams and John Adams. Sam Adams is the orator, the hot head, 
the one who stirs up trouble, the instigator of the Boston Tea Party, the inflamer of passions. He’s the one the English are mad at 
and scared of. But there is another side, that of John Adams. John Adams is passionate to be sure, but he is a lawyer and thinks and 
talks about the lawfulness or lawlessness of each side’s actions. John Adams often prevails and saves the day. He helps build our 
country not only with power but with right and law.  
 God isn’t split like the cousins. He holds power and law in one person, and rules with both. Where do we find his law? 
Pslam 119:2 says: Blessed are those who keep his testimonies, who seek him with their whole heart. 
 We find God’s law in his Word, in the Bible. This is how God rules his people. He does show them things, yes. But most 
often he speaks to them. He speaks to them through the Word.  
 Do you know the Word? Do you read the Word? I would like to ask you to make some New Year’s resolutions on this 
score this year. Read the Bible this year. Get a One Year Bible and start reading it. Or take your Bible and read three chapters a 
day and four on Sunday. You can make it through the Bible. Commit yourself to Christian Education classes again. Come to 
church every week to hear good Biblical preaching. Buy a book or two that will help you understand the Scriptures better. Be a 
man, a woman, a boy or a girl of the book.  
 We also see in this verse about the holiness of God. Holiness befits your house. At the center of God’s house is holiness. 
It’s the temple’s inner glory. And we as God’s people, as we enter the temple, as we are the temple, should be holy. That is what is 
required in God’s temple. It is the only response to what resides there. God’s holiness requires our holiness. God’s rule requires 
our obedience.  
 For he is God forevermore. We read in Psalm 23:5-6:  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 
anoint my head with oil;  my cup overflows. 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell 
in the house of the LORD forever 
 



So we have a problem don’t we? How can we know a God like this? We have power, majesty, immutability, holiness, and 
his law. These aren’t warm and cuddly ideas are they? It’s tough to know what to do with these except to feel small, worthless and 
sinful. Those are good responses, for too often we think too much of ourselves and esteem ourselves too highly.  

But thinking about this only won’t motivate you to holiness, good works or love of God and others. It may for a little bit, 
but not for long. There must be something else.  

Think of this – when this psalm was written, read and sung, the people were thinking of a king. Yahweh melek. The Lord 
reigns. Yes, and we want a ruler who will show this reign of God. They had one in awhile with David and Solomon but things 
went incredibly wrong from there. They had to ask, when will we get a king? Andrew Peterson gets at this question in one of his 
songs on the “Behold the Lamb” album.  

Will he be a king on a throne | Full of power with a sword in his fist? 
Prophet, tell us will there be another king like this? | Full of wisdom, full of strength,  
The hearts of the people are his | Prophet, tell us will there be another king like this? 

 They wanted a king? And for so long, God was also silent with his words. Hundreds of years of silence. When would he 
break the silence.  
 And then the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Think of what that means. God’s word became a baby and was 
born. All he was teaching us from the Bible became a human being. The Word became flesh. This is staggering. This is mind 
blowing. This is history altering. This is life changing.  
 The Bible tells us Jesus was right in everything he ever did. He never sinned. He was holy. Here we have holiness in a 
man, in a baby in a manger.  
 We know Jesus is God, filled with all of God’s majesty and power. God’s power and his awesome majesty came into a 
body, into a baby boy named Jesus in Bethlehem, the city of David.  
 Joseph and Mary didn’t register at Target for their layette. They didn’t have beautiful and delicious showers to herald the 
birth of this “bastard” son. They didn’t have family around them, cheering them on. Mary didn’t have an epidural to ease the pain. 
In fact, the floods were all around them. Herod wanted to find and kill this prophesied-of child king. Joseph and Mary had been 
forced to travel to a small town to register for a census, of which the express purpose was to find and kill this very baby. The world 
was a cruel place for them. No baby blue crib and stimulating mobile. Jesus was born in a cattle stall.  
 So Jesus knew the floods of life. He was born in the flood of life.  
 We watched the well-done “The Story of the Nativity” the night of Christmas. The part that got me was the wise men. It 
probably didn’t happen in real time like the movie portrays, but can you imagine these three men traveling so far to find Jesus? 
And when the find him, it’s not their curiosity that is satisfied. It’s not like they feel great about their quest and how they figured 
out the star with their charts like some sort of elaborate geo-caching game.  
 No. When they got there, they worshipped. They brought their gifts to Jesus, and beheld him as their king too. They knew 
it. They knew he was the king, the savior of the word.  
 
 The singers of this psalm either they needed a king like David. But we know we have one greater than David.  
What did Mary sing when she knew she was miraculously pregnant? 
 Luke 2: 46 And Mary said, ÒMy soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has 
looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty 
has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. 51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52 he has 
brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53 he has filled the hungry with good 
things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke 
to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
 As we sing this psalm to bring in the new year, the year 2008, let us sing it with confidence that Jesus is the king. He is 
the mighty one, strong to save. He is unchangeable in his purpose, and he will accomplish what he sets out to do. He will reign 
forever, and every knee will bow at his feet in honor of him. He is the law. He is the Word. He is the Word made flesh to dwell 
among us. He was with God in the beginning and made all things and in him all things were made. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 No matter what happens this year, no matter who is elected President of the United States of America and what you think 
about that person, whoever he or she may be, no matter what happens to you, no matter what floods you encounter in your life – no 
matter what – God reigns. Jesus is on the throne.  
 And listen to this – To all who believed him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God.  
 Are you a child of this God? Do you know this king Jesus? Do you worship him like the magi did? Have you sought after 
him, brought your life before him and worshipped? The last Sunday of 2007 would be a good time to start. The sovereign God 
became a little baby named Jesus, Immanuel, God With Us. He is the beginning and the end, the Alpha and the Omega, from 
eternity to eternity. And he came for you, child. He came for you.  
 


