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Psam 110BUnself Centered

A Psalm of David.
1 The LORD saysto my Lord: "Sit at my right hand,
until | make your enemies your footstool."
2The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter.
Rule in the midst of your enemies!
3 Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your
power, in holy garments; from the womb of the morning, the
dew of your youth will be yours.
4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, OYou
area priest forever after the order of Melchizedek."
5The Lord isat your right hand; he will shatter kings on the
day of hiswrath.
6He will execute judgment among the nations, filling them
with corpses; he will shatter chiefs over the wide earth.
7He will drink from the brook by the way; therefore he will
lift up his head.

English Standard Version

A David Prayer

1-3 The word of God to my Lord: "Sit alongside me here
on my throne until | make your enemies a stool for your
feet." You were forged a strong scepter by God of Zion;
now rule, though surrounded by enemies!

Your people will freely join you, resplendent in holy
armor on the great day of your conquest,

Join you at the fresh break of day, join you with all the
vigor of youth.

4-7 God gave his word and he won't take it back: you're
the permanent priest, the Melchizedek priest.

The Lord stands true at your side, crushing kingsin his
terrible wrath,

Bringing judgment on the nations, handing out
convictions wholesal e, crushing opposition across the
wide earth.

The King-Maker put his King on the throne; the True

King rules with head held high!
The Message

[t@ that time of year. In many ways it® a Sunday between time. We had Thanksgiving this week, awonderful time of
gathering as family and celebrating what has happened over the year, eating turkey, watching football and sleeping late. Wede not
yet to Christmas. WeQe getting ready. The stores have been ready for amonth now, but in the church calendar, the advent season,
the time of preparation for Christmas, starts next week. We®e inbetween. But this Sunday actually has a name in the church
calendar. Some call it Fulfillment Sunday. Or Christ the King Sunday. Or my favorite and the one to keep in mind today B
Judgment Sunday. The inbetween Sunday is Judgment Sunday. Whoa.

What does inbetween fed like for you? What does Judgment feel like to you? When you look back over the year, after the
nostalgia is gone and the family has left and before you get swept away in the Christmas euphoria®how does your life look?

Our family was talking about Elvis recently. | told them he was the King of Rock and Roll. The King. Elvis. But that was
pretty disappointing, wasn®it? If youQre been to Graceland, you know how sad it is. All that life and vigor, all that influence and
power, thrown away for nothing. Or how about the King of Pop, Michael Jackson? He said he wanted to look at the man in mirror
and make the world a better place. But now he seems deformed and deranged.

Sticking with the music theme, What about these sentiments? Do they seem filled with happiness or judgment?

You think you've got it But got it just don't get it Till' ther€e's nothing at all.

We get together But separate@ always better when there's feelings invol ved.

If what they say is "Nothing is forever" Then what makes love? So why are we so in denial

When we know we're not happy here? [Outkast]

The solution to this philosophical dilemma? Go out and dance. Shake it like a Polaroid picture. Nice.

Or here@® another:

Oh my friends |'ve Begun to worry right

Where| should be grateful | should be satisfied

Oh my heart | Would clap and dance in place

With my friends | have so Much pleasure to embrace

But my heart is Returned to sister winter

But my heart is As cold as ice [ Sufjan Stevens]

Sufjan@ solution is better Dhe wants to apologize to his friends for being as cold as ice.

Have you felt discouraged about the year? Here as you look back, before you get overwhelmed and distracted, how are
you? Isyour heart as cold asice? Areyou in denial.

Let® face facts. The world doesn@really seem to be getting that much better. With all this beauty, knowledge, science
and technology, we aren@ progressing like we think we should have. 1t@ rather disappointing.
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The season that seemed filled with so much promise Dthat was dashed in Lubbock. The president who seemed like he
would fix things Bhe hasn® panned out like you thought. The job you thought would raise your happiness quotient it hasn®done
al you had wanted. The boyfriend/girlfriend/wife/husband/lover/relationship you thought would give you areason to live Dit
hasn® made you any happier really? The next grade, the next teacher, the next class you thought would be what you wanted Dit
has been a disappointment too.

What is going on? On Judgment Sunday, what are we to make of our lives, our world and our hearts?

With all that, we turn to our psalm. Psalm 110 has something to say to ustoday. It refocuses us and speaksto us a, as
welre seen, much-needed message. It is the most-quoted psalm in the Bible. James Boice says in his commentary that it is quoted
or alluded to 27 times in the New Testament. Jesus himself quotes it in Matthew 22 in a debate with the Pharisees, and in doing so,
he fixes it as having been written by David. It is the greatest of the Messianic psalms.

| only have two points. JesusORule and JesusORedemption.

JesusORule

1 The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand, until | make your enemies your footstool."

Let@ get it clear up front that this psalm is about Jesus. It has to be. 1t@ a Davidic psalm and David has two speakersin it.
Y ahweh isone. The LORD. And Y ahweh says to Gny Lord.OWell, then Gny LordOhas to be David® Lord, so it someone
greater than David. 1t a Messiah, a Savior here wede talking about. Hebrews makes a great point of emphasis to show that thisis
about Jesus. This Lord is made aking, sitting at the right hand of GOD. That® not normal for people to do. It about Jesus.

David wrote this psalm by inspiration from God, for there is nothing else like it to draw from in the Scriptures. [t& anew
thought, and one that isimportant and is developed by later writers. Jesus indicates this when he says: (How isit then that David,
in the SpiritE ODavid was speaking in the Spirit when he wrote this psalm.

So weQve already mentioned what David is saying here about Jesus. Jesus is aking. He rules with God. God has him
sitting at hisright hand, which is a place of honor and power. We confess we still believe Jesus is there when we say in the
ApostlesOCreed: He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

Thisking isn@aking in name only Bhe rules: 2The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of
your enemies! 3 Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of your power, in holy garments; from the womb of the
morning, the dew of your youth will be yours.

This shows us that King Jesus has a commission from God. He is sent from God with his mighty scepter and herules,
even amidst his enemies. Ruling amidst your enemies means it must be a spiritual rule, for kings don® often walk into enemy
camps and set up shop. Jesus does. We are his army, and we spring up to meet him, like the dew. We are made and we march with
him willingly in our holy garments. That means welde an army made up of priests. They®e the ones who wear holy garments,
aren@they?

1t& a strange metaphor, a strange picture. We used to be God® enemies. Now he@ enlisted us to help Jesus defeat his
enemies. Wele on his side, marching as holy people. Not mercenaries. Not conscripted slaves. But freely with him in battle.

What does that do for you? Commentator Franz Delitzch thinks David wrote this psalm after hiswarswith the
Ammonites, which were David@® longest and most glorious victories. Y et, it was during the war with the Ammonites that David
sinned with Bathsheba, the occasion of his deepest, most shameful sins. On the midst of that war comes the sin of David which
cast ashadow of sorrow over the whole of hisfuture life and reduced its typica glory to ashes. Out of these ashes the phoenix of
the Messianic prophecy arises.O(Delitzsch)?

It seems like David is at the height of his power, and yet he realizes his sin Bso he looks to the one who he could never
be. He looks to someone else who has to be coming to fulfill the promise of the Messiah King. Remember when David burst on the
scene and conquered Goliath? He manifested the real hope that God would bring a champion to deliver his people. David came
right after the judges, who were flawed heroes. Surely David will be different? He® not. He( a failure as well.

We must look someone else then. David did. He looked to a Messiah King to come. He looked to Jesus.

Jesus sits at God@ right hand. He is the one who subdues us to himself, rules over us and defends us from all of hisand
our enemies.

On Decebmer 8, 1944 Bthe day after Pearl Harbor B American B-29 bombers began bombing the Japanese-occupied
island of Iwo Jima.® Thistiny island was the most strategic target in WWI1, because it was the launching pad for American planes
to refuel before attacking Japan. For 72 straight days American planes bombed Iwo JimaDsetting the record as the most heavily
bombed target and longest sustained bombardment in the Pacific War.

Over 5,800 tons of metal and explosives were dropped. In one square mile, a photograph showed over 5,000 bomb craters.
Admiral Nimitz thought the bombing was sufficient to pulverize everything on the island and estimated that the total conquest of
Iwo Jmawould be atwo or three day job once the 70,000 Marines landed on the island.

American intelligence concluded that only 13,000 Japanese troops were on the island. What the Americans did not know is that
there were over 22,000 Japanese soldiers, who were not affected by the 72 days of bombing, because the Japanese soldiers were
not on Iwo JimaB®They werein lwo Jima.
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For over ayear Japanese General Kuribayashi had transformed Iwo Jimainto the most heavily fortified island in the Pacific.
He made it into one huge blockhouse 75 feet below the surface B consisting of 3 levels of underground tunnels and 1,500 rooms
that were connected to one another B spanning somel6 miles. Iwo Jimawas afortified underground city with walls 3 feet thick &
ceilings that were 6 feet thick made of concrete and reinforced steel.

The Japanese knew the significance of this tiny island Dso the Emperor sent 22,000 of his best soldiers to stop the Americans
so that they could not use theisland to attack Japan. Every Japanese soldier knew the island would be his grave. Every soldier
had pooled al of their money and shipped it to atreasury in Tokyo Dleaving everything behind. General Kuribayashi had
instructed his men that it was DQheir duty to kill 10 Americans beforeyou dieQ In aletter to his wife Dthe Japanese general said
DA pray for aheroic fight.O By heroic fight, he meant onein which all of his men would die.

Iwo Jimawas America® most heroic battle. More medals for valor were awarded to men who fought in this battle than in any
battle in the history of the U.S. Thetotal conquest of Iwo Jimadid not take three days Dit took almost 37 days. It is estimated that
during those 37 days there were 25,851 U.S. casualties & over 120,000 American & Japanese soldiers killed.

The battle over Iwo Jimawas not won on a large battlefield it was won in the trenches Bwhere victory came - inch by inch,
foot by foot, until every Japanese soldier was individually killed or captured.

That@ a great story, but what does it have to do with you and me? Many of us hear about Jesus as king and we think,
QVell he@ not doing a very good job. He doesn® seem to be reigning very well in the world, nor in my own life. Hiskingship sort
of stinks.OY ou might not be that blunt. But you®e thinking it. There® a sin you can® seem to be done with. There are heartaches
and disappointments in your life that could have been different. Thereis evil and suffering the world. Why isn® Jesus working?

Friends heis. He is on the island, going in room by room, fighting the enemies one by one. It isn®atwo or three day job.
Don® underestimate the battle. It is taking some time. But it is happening. It is working. The enemy is deep underground, buried
and fortified in your own heart. But Jesus will get him.

What can you do to help? If you are a part of the army and following Jesus, how can you help him? First you must see
and acknowledge him there. Jesus isn® on a manger any longer. He@ not a baby. Jesus isn® on the cross any more. They got him
down. Where is Jesus? Do you remember when Stephen was being stoned he saw avision of Jesus? And what was Jesus doing?
He was standing at the right hand of God. That® where he is. The king. Ruling in the place of honor. Y ou and Jesus are not pals.
Heis God. Heis to be honored, confessed, obeyed and worshipped.*

Y ou can aso discover what this King wants in his kingdom. Y ou do that by reading the Bible and learning as much as
you can about him and his kingdom. Y ou do that by praying to him, praying this psalm even, as so many did in the New
Testament. Y ou follow therules, edicts and principles of the kingdom. When you find yourself out of step with the king, you
change.

Derek Webb sings this:

My first allegiance is not to a flag, a country, or a man

My first allegiance is not to democracy or blood

It&to a king and a kingdom

Isthat where your first allegiance is? Do you see, worship and follow Jesus as your king?

God treats Jesus in away that most of us don@®. Certainly our society doesn®worship or follow Jesus as king. But
Christians have and Christians should. This psalms has shaped our thinking of what and who Jesusiis.

JesusORedemption

So Jesus is fighting for us. We all want and need someone to fight for us. But he isn@ only aking. Look at the rest of the
psalm: 4 The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, OYou are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek."

First the Lord says Jesus is king. Now he swears and won® change his mind that Jesus is a priest. That® serious language
for God to say, so we should figure out what he means.

Our first attempt is one that leaves us scratching our heads. He@ a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. Um.
Okay. Your handy study Bible should show you this refers to an incident with Abraham and this Melchizedek guy back in
Genesis 14. Without going into all of it, et me tell you we don® exactly know who Melchizedek is, but we do know his name
means King of Righteousness and he is said to be the King of Salem and he operates also as a priest. So previous to God®
establishment of the priestly work and priestly line, there was a man who was both priest and king. He was the King of
Righteousness and the King of Salem which means the King of Peace. Y ou can see why some peopl e think this might have been
Jesus himsdlf. If not, it certainly is atype or shadow of Jesus, this Priest King of Righteousness and Peace.

Jesus is said to be a priest forever. Melchizedek represents this as well. He doesn@® have a genealogy Bhe comes from
nowhere and disappears. The priests after him were instituted by God and done away with. Each of them lived and died. There
were good priests and apparently bad ones. But not Jesus. He reigns forever.

It would have been shocking for the Jews to consider a priest and aking as the same person. They had totally different
functions and were kept apart on purpose. Thisis still true for us. We know there can be serious trouble when people in power use
religion for their own purposes. Humans cannot be trusted with excessive or uncheckable power. So we have checks and balances.

Think of what happened when King Henry V111 also, with the Act of Supremacy 1534 was declared "the only Supreme
Head in Earth of the Church of England" It was treason punishable by death to refuse to call him such.

4 Chantry, found in Boice, 895



Did Henry care about the Church of England? Did he yearn to lead it with agodly, holy life in the pursuit of charity,
peace and unity? No. Of course not. He wanted to marry Anne Boleyn and had been waiting avery long time to do so. Thomas
Cranmer was in his pocket and he came up with this solution.

So wele naturally suspicious. But not with Jesus. Jesus joins these two roles together, and adds another one. He is our
prophet, priest and king. They really can go together, and they should. And they do, in Jesus.

Messiah is put together out of the fragmented functions of ruling and saving, of king and priest. In antiquity (in the
person of Melchizedek), the office of king and priest had been a simple, organic function. But the functions had gotten separated
so that instead of complementary they were, more often than not, conflicting and competitive rather than coordinated parts of a
whole. The king represented God@ power to rule, shape, and guide life. The priest represented God@ power to renew, forgive and
invigorate life. The one associated with the palace, operated in the external world of politics. The others, associated with the
temple, operated in the internal world of the spirit. The king specialized in horizontal, human relationships. The priest specialized
in vertical, spiritual relationships. The one was responsible for giving structure to life; the other for giving life to structure. They
were obviously made for each other, but they did not act like it. Then, before the eyes of afew Palestinians, it all come together in
the life of Jesus.8

Thus when King David thought of hisrule and of hissin, he thought of his need of forgiveness and atonement. He
thought of the need of aKing Priest who would rule and forgive his people.

What does Jesus do for us in his office as priest? The Westminster Shorter Catechism answer that: Christ executes the
office of apriest, in his once offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to God; and in making
continual intercession for us.

When you think of theruin in your life, the disappointment with things, with the sin in your own heart Danother way you
battle with it with Jesusis to take it to him for cleansing, offering and forgiveness like you would to a priest. Y ou soften the power
of sin when you confess it and talk about it. Jesusis able to deal with it as aking when you flush out the perpetrators from the
depths of their positions and you do that by taking to him as apriest first. He reconciles us to God. He satisfies divine justice. He
makes continual intercession for us. That means he prays for us all the time. | don@know about you, but | need that. Always. And
Jesus does it. That is amazing.

We sing of that in the hymn:

Approach, my soul, the mercy seat, Where Jesus answers prayer;

There humbly fall before His feet, For none can perish there.

And:

Heever lives above, for meto intercede; Hisall redeeming love, His precious blood, to plead; His blood atoned for

every race, Hisblood atoned for every race, And sprinkles now the throne of grace.

The Father hears Him pray, His dear anointed One; He cannot turn away the presence of His Son; The Spirit answers

to the blood, The Spirit answers to the blood And tells me | am born of God.

Have you gone to Jesus in awhile and asked him to pray for you? Have you asked anyone to pray for you? Do you see
your need of a priest? And do you see that you have one? Read Hebrews and see how good apriest you have in Jesus.

1t@ tempting to make a new, third point here. It would be JesusQJudgment. But 1®n not going to because | think this
point is an application of the other two points. 5The Lord is at your right hand; he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.
6He will execute judgment among the nations, filling them with corpses; he will shatter chiefs over the wide earth.
7He will drink from the brook by the way; therefore he will lift up his head.

Because Jesus is a king and because Jesus is a priest, he executes judgment on the nations. He does so in akingly way.
They are out of line. They are disobedient to his edicts, commands and ways. They have overstepped their bounds and borders.
They have slighted the king in many ways. They should be judged.

He does thisalso in apriestly way. They have offended the one who made them. They have broken peace and
righteousness. They are sinners in the hands of an angry, holy God. He judges sin.

But this Warrior King Priest pauses for a second to drink. Going into to battle, he stops for a second.

Friends, we are in that pause right now. It is Judgment Sunday. We will soon begin preparing our hearts for Jesus. Come
thou long expected Jesus, our hearts will sing. Are you really ready for Jesus? He isn@in a manger any longer. He isn® on the
cross anymore. Heisaking and heis a priest.

How are you doing really? Has your heart turned to ice? With al of these disappointments, have you turned off your heart
and tuned out your God? He is calling you to him. In judgment. The army in these last verses has dropped out and it is God himself
who judges and destroys all who have taken up arms against his deity. Might that be you? Alexander Maclaren says: Orhe choice
for every man is, being crushed beneath his foot, or being exalted to sit with him on his throneE It is better to sit on his throne
than to be his footstool.&

Have you become numb to spiritual things? Maybe it is because you are too self-centered. 1t@ easy to do. Not only in our
own lives, but also in our spiritual lives. Orhe religious voices that command the largest audiences in our society are those that are
publicists for the ego Bthe religious ego, to be sure, but he ego al the same. The deep-rooted, me-first distortions of our humanity
have been institutionalized in our economics and sanctioned by our psychologies. Now we have gotten for ourselvesreligionsin
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the same style, religions that make us fedl good about ourselves. We want prayers that will bring us daily benefits in the form of a
higher standard of living, with occasional miracles to relieve our boredom. We come to the Bible as consumers, rummaging
through texts to find something at a bargain. We come to worship as gourmets of the emotional, thinking that the numinous might
provide a nice supplement to sunsets and symphonies.

But as Eugene Peterson says: Nothing is more common in the life of the Spirit than to begin right and end wrong.&

We need midcourse adjustments and constant centering. This psalm helps us to do that. It centers us in the right way, as Peterson
puts it, by making us Qunself-centered.O

We are in amessed up world. We are flawed people. Our good works and good intentions often only make things worse.
We are distraught and distracted in ourselves. We are busy pleasing hundreds of gods in order to avoid thousands of demons. We
have a quest to find answers and acquire knowledge to make us feel better about what we know. We obsess over mordiity to fit
ourselves for heaven. But we can be done with all of that. None of it is working. It makes us miserable. Our Gnostic systems,
moral sweat and pagan superstitions can be thrown out. Jesus rule was accomplished. JesusOredemption is completed.’

Do you see Jesus as your priest or do you let other things comfort you and intercede for you? Sometimes we say, ONell,
it® okay if | don®have A because |Qe got B.OThat istrue if B isthe gospel. But if B isn@®the gospel, then you have a counterfeit
priest who is teaching you the wrong thing. Jesus doesn@® do that.

What about in our mission? How does it work to keep Jesus as priest and king together. This solves the debate over
whether Jesus is Savior or Lord. He is both, dways at the same time and cannot be separated. Rev. Kevin Twit writes: Of we
forget Heis apriest, we will proclaim a @ospel Cthat says @o what is right, obey the King and then Hedl love you.Qand thus fall
into legalism. But, if we forget that He is aking, wewill proclaim a @ospelCthat says, BHe loves you and wants to save you from
your sin, but He doesn@really care how you live.O Besides raising the question of Glow can you call it love if it doesn® care how
you live?Qthis is antinomianism.

Remember our lives are to be oriented by Jesus the Priest-King. |If weforget Heisour Priest we will think Him forever
angry and disappointed with us. And if we forget He is our King, we will think Him empathetic (One who cares), but One who is
really powerless to act in our lives unless we allow Him to do s0.0

1t@& Judgment Sunday. Y ou have alot to think about. Y ou may not have talked to Jesus as your priest in some time. Y ou
have things that need purging and forgiving. Y ou have sins that need to be confessed and dealt with in Jesus. Y ou need Jesus as
you priest. And he is able and willing to forgive.

Y ou may not have acknowledged Jesus as your king in awhile. Y ou have let sin go unchecked. Y ou have made peace
with kings of unrighteousness. Y ou have set up defenses against JesusCrule and agenda in your life. Give up. Give over. Let him
rule. He will take it anyway.

Let@ pick up when Peter used this Psalm 110 text in his sermon in Acts 2:

32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.
34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,

Ohe Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, 35 until | make your enemies your footstool.O

36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom
you crucified.O

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, OBrothers, what
shall we do?038 And Peter said to them, ORepent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promiseis for you and for your children and for all who are
far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.040 And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort
them, saying, CSave yoursel ves from this crooked generation.041 So those who received his word wer e baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls.

When you hear Psalm 110, what should your response be?

Some of you are just coming to the realization your sin is deeper and more fortified than you thought. Y ou®e
discouraged. Y ou@e thinking it may be easier to just stay down and not get up after all.

Some of you are down already. Y ouQe been beaten and knocked down by your sin, and you@e thinking it& just too
powerful for you to deal with. Y ou look forward to the day when you sin will be conquered but that doesn® seem like it will ever
happen in this life. You look at your struggle and you think you have made zero progress in your faith.

And some of you have changed and now you love your sin so much you don@®feel guilty about it any more. Y ou might be
becoming bolder with your sin. Y ou®e not even trying to hideit anymore. You don@®feel guilty. Or maybe you you®e hiding it
and you®e becoming really good at living adouble life. Y ou go to RUF and church, but then you go and live your other life. If
people catch you, it may or may not be abig deal.

I®n telling you this passage says you must, must, must be like those when they heard this psalm preached and said,
(Brother, what shall we do?0

! Peterson, 39
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Wheat shall we do?

Will it be business as usual for you today? | e been telling you about the glory of Jesus and his offices of priest and king.
Will you leave this place, drive to Taco Cabana, watch some football and get up for anther day tomorrow? Will you not be
changed?

Thereis only one answer. That is what Peter tells them when they ask the question OVhat shall we do?0

Don®do nothing. Don®keep hiding. Don@give over to the sin and despair. No. There is something else thiswarrior
priest king wants you to do. Repent and believe the promise is near. Save yourselves from this crooked generation. Hold onto the
promise of your baptism when you were set apart. Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, the one who can change you.

Repent and believe. Fix your eyeson Jesus. Heisour priest. He is our king. He isour only chance. Get your eyes off
yourself and onto him. Uncenter yourself and let Jesus assume his right and proper place.



