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RUF at OU bWho are We?

Many people ask wdt we at RUF believe. Sometimes the questions are asked in these ways: What are the
theological distinctives? What does Reformed mean? What denomination are you a part of? Are those
issues even important? Do we, in our theological tradition, care abagedigan and discipleship?

While this document may not answer every question, the staff and members of RUF want to answer every
question and help people learn about RUF and its mission and distinctives. We are convinced that RUF
must not be so broadly opémat it fails to make vitally important distinctives, which the Bible itself makes;
nor are we to insist that every member share the same precise set of theological convictions.

RUF is and will be characterized accurately with the following terms:

We areEvangelical

To say that we are evangelical means that we take our stand with all those who believe in what used to be
called the OfundamentalsO: the existence of the triune God, the deity of Jesus, the virgin birth, the
substitutionary atonement and thiearious atonement of Christ, the physical resurrection of Christ, the

sure return of Christ and the divine authority of the Bible which is a faithful and true guide to what we are
to believe and how we are to live. We joyfully affirm our unity with thivseen every tradition and

denomination who hold to these fundamentals, and the other various campus ministries in which we
joyfully agree with on the essential issues.

We are Evangelistic

This means that we take seriously the Great Commission, OGo andistgies of all nations.O Without
compromising the sovereignty of God, we affirm the responsibility of each person to repent and believe in
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and our responsibility to extend the Gospel (see the link to What is the
Gospel) nvitation as a call to salvation to everyone who hears its message. We invite all, without
distinction, to drink freely of the Water of Life and to live eternally with God. In this way, we see to
Oextend the transforming presence of the Kingdom of ourJestas Christ.O You will see evangelism

taking place in large group, small group and-on@ne settings in the various forms available to us. Since
the Gospel is everything to us, it will permeate everything we do.

We Love Discipleship

This is the otheaspect of the Great Commission, OGo and make disciples of all nations.O Discipleship is a
term that is OinO these days. At RUF we seek to disciple believers by equipping them to know Christ ever
deeper, to seek repentance as the norm of Christian lifiederstand and commit to the Scriptures (in
large-group, sma#igroup and on®n-one settings), to become involved in the ministry and mission of RUF
and the church, to learn to read the Scriptures and pray in personal times with God, to engage with culture
with a Christian worldview and a gospel lens, to invite others to the living water that only Jesus provides
their thirsting souls. These things take time and cannot always be evaluated easily. People who wish to Obe
discipledO tend to look like this: theyrsue time with Doug and Julie and of older believers in RUF and in
the church, they attend church regularly and are a vital part of that body of believers, they read the Bible,
they attend RUF as a place to grow and also as a place to minister tptb#hetmave noielieving

friends, they repent often because they realize they are enormous sinners, they display the fruits of the
Spirit as Christ works His life through them, they jump in an help out to meet the needs of others an of the
ministry, theymade difficult choices in order to glorify God, they are growing in their understanding of

who God is on a theological level and that is melting their hearts so they love Him and others more. You
can see that discipleship isnOt really a program, but afvigg; It isnOt an hour a week, but an attitude of
placing yourself at the feet of Jesus and following what He says. We seek to be disciples and to disciple
others to have this kind of lifestyle.

We are Reformed

The word OreformedO can be defined siinpiywo ways: 1) It is a reference to our historical link to the
Reformation of the 1Bcentury and intends to describe us as heirs of that tradition which comes from



Luther, Calvin, Knox and other reformers. 2) The word OreformedO is used most commeseiytdo
certain theological distinctives which have marked reformation believers.

These distinctives can be summarized by our glad affirmation of the responsibility of every person to
repent and believe, and that it is God who, by His sovereign elegtieg, draws men and women,
otherwise dead in sin, to faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. By this faith alone are GodOs people justified.

Reformed distinctives include the sovereignty of God in His creation, providence and election of believers
apart from ap merit of their own, the irresistible grace of God provided for and preceding the faith of the
individual; the sufficiency of GodOs grace apart from which man is dead in sin and wholly defiled in all his
faculties of soul and body; the efficacy of Chsati@ath for all those who believe in Him by grace; the life
guarding of all those whom Christ died for eternal life.

We are KingdorrCentered

We believe that the Kingdom of God is not only a future hope but is also a present reality. We believe that
the asension of Jesus Christ means that He is presently reigning from Heaven and therefore, we are called
upon to honor ChristOs Kingdom rule in every area of human endeavor. We believe the church is the
institution through which God is building His kingdom a@adenewing every aspect of life. Every

Christian has a unique calling and a unique giftedness to serve others in his or her community. Christians
should demonstrate this by serving others and working with excellence, for GodOs glory, in all that they do.

We Seek Transformation

We believe that the Gospel has the power to change us. That as we seek Christ and not ourselves, that
profound changes take place in our understanding of who God is, who we are and how we are supposed to
interact with the world. Godaves us. But why? Paul writes in Ephesiansl®;80For it by grace you have

been saved, through faith, and this is not from yourselves. It is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one
can boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesysofth works, which God prepared

beforehand that we should walk in them.O God has created us, saved us from the bondage of sin, in order
that we might bring Him glory in everything we do. That is quite a lot. At RUF, we will continue to seek

the practicahpplication of the gospel to every area of life. However, we do not want to slip into a legalism,
thinking that our applications are THE applications that every Christian should and must make. We want to
seek out what God says and then hold that up, idsteamanmade rules and criteria. We want to steer the
middle, Biblical course between being able to do anything we selfishly want to do, and erecting too many
rules that shield out true Christian freedom. Admittedly, this is not easy, but we seek te eagagther

without a judging spirit, in true discussion about applying the Bible, and admitting our own sinfulness and
need for the Gospel.

We are, and Our Campus Minister is, Confessional

This means that we have a written confession of faith whicleamapus minister and the PCA (the

Presbyterian Church in America, the denomination which RUF comes from) believes to be a good and
accurate summary of the BibleOs teaching. Our confession consists of the Westminster Confession of Faith
and the Larger and 8her Catechisms (you can link to those documents by clicking here) are in no way
considered infallible; yet we believe they do contain carefully worded summaries of the BibleOs teaching in
a systematic way. All ruling and teaching elders in the PCA naysttliat they hold to these standards and

are required to indicate to their presbyteries or sessions where they take exceptions. It is important to note
that every church and campus ministry has a confession, formal or informal, even though some claim they
have Ono confession but ChristO or Ono creed but the BibleO or-daettinahO Every church and

campus ministry summarizes its convictions in some form in order to distinguish its members from those
who are not believers or who do not believe in i$iictives. Though this discussion may seem
inconsequential, it is actually very important. Because you know PCA pastors are held accountable to the
Westminster Confession and to a strict standard for ordination, you know what it is you are getting when
you sit under their teaching. Though there are differences in each pastorOs gifts and personalities and there
are also debatable issues within the Scriptures, there is an extremely large are of uniformity in
understanding and acceptance because of thessiori@l approach to ordination and continued pastoring.



We are Presbyterian

This word refers to our form of government, though you wonOt see it much affect RUF meetings or your
involvement. You should know, however, that we believe that the most cléaahjtattern is for churches

to be governed by presbyters (elders) who rule jointly in what are called Ochurch courtsO: sessions,
presbyteries and the General Assembly. This means that RUF at OU, and its campus minister is connected
and accountable to thregher pastors in the presbytery as they seek to serve Christ and minister together for
His glory. RUF at OU isnOt just Oout thereO on its own.

We are a Community

RUF is not a place where you should expect to Oattend meetings.O We believe that thameaching
preaching of the Word of God are at the core of what we do, but that those activities take place in the
context of a community. This community involves authenticity, admitting our sinfulness, asking questions
of ourselves and others, taking risksnitiating and continuing relationships, forgiveness, an appreciation

of our and othersO gifts and using them in the body of Christ, in inviting others to join us, in having fun and
taking road trips, in rejoicing and crying together.

This is important becauseE

It is important to know that these distinctives are good ones; that is to say, it is profitable and health
producing for Christians to believe these things. We believe that as we come to appreciate them, we will
grow to love and honor the Lord Jesnsre fully and understand more richly what it means to live by
grace.

Nevertheless, acceptance of all these distinctives is in no way required for participation in RUF or in
membership with any PCA church. One can be involved without holding to anglithaiwill seek to
promote the evangelical distinctives over all the others).

In the Reformation era, Martin Luther had a sponsor whose name was Fredrick of Saxony. Fredrick was a
prince and a 1Bcentury entrepreneur who funded many of Luther®s oi¢etwvas a man of warm heart

and deep conviction. On his coach, he had emblazoned these Latin suandter in modo, fortiter in re

which means, Ogentle in manner, strong in truth.O This is what RUF at OU desires to be: warm, gracious,
inviting, open ad nonjudgmental; yet holding strong convictions that always come directly from the

Bible. It is our absolute and unwavering conviction that to be strong in truth without being gentle in manner
is unbiblical. It is also our profound conviction that togeatle in manner while not adhering to scriptural

truth is also unbiblical. By GodOs grace we will be both as we press on in the LordOs grand design for RUF
at OU to be used at OU, in Norman and to the world.



The Gospel

At RUF, the gospel is our greatéstasureDit truly is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes, and that continues all throughout our Christian lives. However, in our day and culture, there is
confusion as to just what the gospel is. The following article, writteRdsgor Tim Keller of Redeemer
Presbyterian Church in New York City, clearly defines the gospel.

The Third Way of the Gospel

The Gospel means Ogood news.O It is the basic message that: OGod made (Christ), who had no sin, to be sin
for us, so that in hinwe might become the righteousness of GodO (2 Cor. 5:21). The gospel says that we
are so sinful, lost and helpless that only the life and death of the Son of God can save us. But it also says
that those who trust in ChristOs work instead of their ownsftnow Oholy in his sight, without
blemish and free from accusationO (Colossians 2322

The gospel tells us that our root sin is not just failing in our obedience to God but relying on our
obedience to save uBherefore, the gospel is a Othird Wiapgither religion nor irreligion. The religious
person may say, Ol am doing the right things that God commamdsthe irreligious person may say, Ol
decide what is right and wrong for myself.O But both ways reject Jesus as Savior (though they eay rever
him as Example or Helper). Both ways are strategies ekablationbboth actually keep control of their
own lives. So the gospel keeps us from legalism and moralism on the one hand and from hedonism and
relativism on the other.

The GospelOs Power Bhange

The gospel is not just the ABC but theZ2of the Christian life. The gospel is not just the way to enter the
kingdom but is the way to address every problem and is the way to grow at every step. If we believe we can
find our own worth and meanintgrough performance, then we will become either proud or disdainful of
others (if we reach our goals), or else discouraged antbagtiing (if we fail our goals). But the gospel

creates an entirely new sdtfiage.

First, it tells us that we are more wked and sinful than we ever dared believe but more loved
and accepted in Christ than we ever dared to h&sg the same time. In fact, if the gospel is true, the
more you see you sin, the more certain you are that you were saved by sheer grace anddh@enmus
and electrifying that grace is to you.

So the gospel gives us enormous power to admit our flaws. Then secondly, the knowledge of our
acceptance in Christ makes (for the first time) the law of God a beauty instead of a burden. We come to use
it to delight the One who has enriched us so mightily, instead of using it to get his attention or win his
favor. The first way makes the moral and sacrificial life a joy; the second way makes it a burden.

Therefore the gospel changes everythitigbringsdown racial barriers by melting away facial
pride or inferiority. It brings down psychological problems by melting awayis#dition or selfhatred. It
brings down personal facades, for we are free to admit who we are. It effects the way we do gierythin
how we motivate people, how we help them work through counseling problems, how we worship, how we
take criticism.

1 O0ur core problem, say St. Augustine, is that the human heart, ignoring God, turns in on itself, tries to lift itself, wants
to please itself, and ends up debasing itself. The person who reaches toward God and wants to please God gets, so to
spe, stretched by this move, and ennobled by the transcendence of its object. But the person who curves in on
himself, who wants GodOs gifts without God, who wants to satisfy the desires of a divided heart, ends up sagging and
contracting like a little wadHe desires are provincial. OThere is something in humility which, strangely enough, exalts
the heart, and something in pride, which debases-it@déelius Plantingdyot the Way 1tOs Supposed tpB&2, (at

the end quoting Augustin&he City of Goyl



| am the Bread of Life
John 622-59

?20n the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that there had been only on
boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away
alone.”Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had
given thanks*So when the crowd sawahJesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got

into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus.

*When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, ORabbi, when did you come here?0
*Jesus answered the®Truly, truly,l say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but
because you ate your fill of the loav&9o not labor for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures
to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God titadf has set his seaf.Ghen

they said to him, OWhat must we do, to be doing the works of Gdé8@s answered the® This is the
work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sefitS0 they said to him, OThen what sign do you
do, that we may seand believe you? What work do you perfo r fathers ate the manna in the
wilderness; as it is written, OHe gave them bread from heaven td°dasd¥hen said to the®,Truly,

truly, | say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread fromeheghut my Father gives you the

true bread from heavefiFor the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the
world.0*They said to him, OSir, give us this bread always.O

*Jesus said to then)l am the bread of life; whoever canie me shall not hunger, and whoever believes
in me shall never thirst®But | said to you that you have seen me and yet do not beli@Viethat the
Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me | will never ca&Fautl have come down
from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent fend this is the will of him who

sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the Esbdalis is
the will of my Father, that everyone whanks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life,
and | will raise him up on the last day.O

*So the Jews grumbled about him, because he €didm the bread that came down from heavéhi@y

said, Ols not this Jesus, the son of Joseplserfather and mother we know? How does he now@hy,

have come down from heav@tJesus answered thet®Do not grumble among yourselvéblo one can

come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And | will raise him up on the 143t iday.

written in the Prophets, OAnd they will all be taught by God.O Everyone who has heard and learned from
the Father comes to ie“°not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the
Father*'Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever bieves has eternal lifé’l am the bread of lif¢'’Y our fathers

ate the manna in the wilderness, and they dfdthis is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that

one may eat of it and not digl am the living bread that came down from heaveanyfone eats of this

bread, he will live forever. And the bread that | will give for the life of the world is my flesh.O

**The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, OHow can this man give us his flesi$o eat?0
Jesus said to then@ Truly, truly| say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no life in yoﬁ‘XNhoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and |
will raise him up on the last day’For my flesh is true food, and my blood iige drink.**Whoever feeds
on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and | in RiAs the living Father sent me, and | live
because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live becausé’dhisds the bread that
came down from heavenot like the breathe fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live
forever.3°Jesussaid these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum.



Questions for Discussion

1. What is the context for this discourse? Why are the crovidbowing Jesus? How
do we act like the crowd?

2. What does Jesus say about the manna eaten by the Israelites in the wilderness?
(Exodus 16:121) Do you think that Jesus, the bread of life, can really satisfy you?
Are we like the Israelites who tried tetore up more?

3. How does Jesus answer the crowd?

4. What kinds of things do we associate with bread?

5. What does it mean that Jesus is the bread of life? What is he revealing about
himself in his answers?

6. How do we respond in faithto Jesus ashe bread of life? What does Jesus tell us
to do in verses 5677

7. What might eating of the bread of heaven remind us of?
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| am the Light of the World
John 8:1220

’Again Jesus spoke to them, sayify),am the light of the watl Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life8o the Pharisees said to him, OYou are bearing witness about
yourself; your testimony is not true-Qesus answereEven if | do bear witness about myself, my
testimonyis true, for | know where | came from and where | am going, but you do not know where | come
from or where | am going’You judge according to the flesh; | judge no oftéet even if | do judge, my
judgment is true, for it is not | alone who judge, banhd the Fathewho sent me’In your Law it is

written that the testimony of two people is truéam the one who bears witness about myself, and the
Father who sent me bears witness about M&H@y said to him therefore, OWhere is your Father2® Jes
answeredQOYou know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.O
*These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his
hour had not yet come.

John 9:17

'As he passed byie saw a man blind from birthAnd his disciples asked him, ORabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blintieéus answere)It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in five. must work the works of him who sent

me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can wdkk. long as | am in the world, | am the light

of the world.GHaving said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he
anointed the mn's eyes with the mudnd said to himOGo, wash in the pool of Siloaifwihich means
Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.
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Questions for Discussion

1. Name as many praise songs as we can with that talk about light/hat are other
examples of light in the Bible? How does this idea of Jesus as the Light relate to
them? Read Exodus 13:222, 14:295.

2. Wha is happening in this passage?

3. What does it mean that Jesus is the light of the world? What does Cholatm for
himself?

4. What are the benefits of following Jesus? What does Christ claim for his followers?
What does Christ say to those who reject his claims (+19)

5.In what ways do we live in darkness? How do we live by the light?

6.. How are we like the Pharisees? Are they avoiding a decision about who Jesus is?
When have you done this before?
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| am the Gate
John 10:110

‘OTruly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but clisgtenisther

way, that man is a thief and a robB@ut he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheeim

the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
*When he has brought out all himo, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his
voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of
strangers.8This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not undevstan he was saying to

them.

'So Jesus again said to the@Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door of the sh&&lbwho came before
me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to tremthe door. If anyone enters by me, he
will be saved and will go in and out and find pastuf@he thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
| came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
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Questions for Discussion

1. Who is Jesus talking to in this passage? What is thetext?

2. How does Jesus contrast his coming to Israel (the sheepfold) with the thief and
robber?

3. Who do you think is the gatekeeper?

4. What do we know about sheep? What about animal husbandry at the time?
5. What other bible stories do we thinkfdnvolving shepherds or sheep?

6. What are the marks of the genuine shepherd?

7. What do you think of verse 5? Is it encouraging? How can we identify a false
shepherd? Do we realize this is true today (that there is false teaching)?

8. Jesus says hea the door or gate. What is the door to and who is it for? What is
needed to go through the door? What does a door symbolize (apart from where it
leads)? What does the door here symbolize?

9. How does the idea thathere are many paths up the same motain contrast with 3
what Jesus says when he says Ol am the gateO or Ol am the door?0O How is JesusO
statement both inclusive and exclusive? What is difficult about this?

10. What does Ofind pasture® mean? Do you really believe that God has given you
freedam, sustenance and rest?
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| am the Good Shepherd
John 10:1921

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the ‘SHeepho is a hired hand and

not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf comilegnaaxithe sheep and flees, and the
wolf snatches them and scatters théfHe flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
I am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know'Hjust as the Father knows me and |

know the Fathe and | lay down my life for the sheel3And | have other sheep that are not of this fold. |
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shé{fwrcthis
reason the Father loves me, because | lay downfenthkit | may take it up agaiffNo one takes it from

me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up
again. This charge | have received from my Father.O

“There was again a division among thesléecause of these word®any of them said, OHe has a
demon, and is insane; why listen to hinfZhers said, OThese are not the words of one who is
oppressed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?0
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Quesgions for Discussion

1. What is the meaning of OforO in verse 11?
2. Did the Shepherd give his life for any but the sheep?

3. What other adjectives are applied to the Shepherd besidgso@

4.Who is thehired hantat verse 12 refers to? How is thiswarning to us, though
we may not be in the ministry?

5. Who are the other sheep? Who do we see as other sheep?
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| am the Resurrection and the Life
John 11:3144

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, théag#é of Mary and her sister Marthfét was Mary

who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus $&as ill.

the sisters sent to him, saying, OLord, he whom you love i§BlifOvhen Jesus heard it he saf@This

iliness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through
it.O

*Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Laza86,. when he heard that Lazawas ill, he stayed

two days longer in the place where Was.'Then after this he said to the discipl€3let us go to Judea
again.OThe disciples said to him, ORabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you
going there again?Qesus answered)Are there not twelve hours in the day? If aeymalks in the day,

he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this WiBldat if anyone walks in the night, he
stumbles, because the light is not in him'‘&ter saying these things, he said to the®Qur friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, bugd to awaken him.&GThe disciples said to him, OLord, if he has fallen
asleep, he will recover.®ow Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in
sleep.**Then Jesus told them plainlLazarus has diedand for your ske | am glad that | was not there,

so that you may believe. But let us go to him’& Thomas, called the Twisaid to his fellow
disciples, OLet us also go, that we may die with him.O

“Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already beertdmthéour days:°Bethany was near
Jerusalem, about two milef, **and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
concerning their brothef’So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary
remained seated ithe house*Martha said to Jesus, OLord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died*But even now | know that whatever you ask from God, God will give ybdeSus said to

her, OYour brother will rise again®artha said to him, Ol know thae will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day*Oesus said to hef)l am the resurrection and the Nehoever believes in

me, though he die, yet shall he liVéand everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe this®*’She said to him, OYes, Lord; | believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is
coming into the world.O

*When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, OThe Teacher is here and
is calling for you.G3°And when sk heard it, she rose quickly and went to hifilow Jesus had not yet

come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met*hihen the Jews who were

with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they follvedupposing that

she was going to the tomb to weep th&dow when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell

at his feet, saying to him, OLord, if you had been here, my brother would not have die® Jesus

saw her weeping, and the Jewko had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit

and greatly troubled®And he said,OWhere have you laid himd®ey said to him, OLord, come and
see.(%sJesus wept:’So the Jews said, OSee how he loved hifBi® some of them sajddCould not he

who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?0

**Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay dg&iass isaid,
OTake away the stonéMartha, the sister of the dead maaid to him, OLord, by this time there will be
an odor, for he has been dead four day¥€3us said to hef)Did | not tell you that if you believed you
would see the glory of God7&B0 they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said,
OFather, | thank you that you have heard‘fhénew that you always hear me, but | said this on account
of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent’iagh he had said these things,

he cried out with a loud voicé)Lazarus, comout.3*The man who had died came out, his hands and feet
bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to Génbind him, and let him
go.O
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Questiondor Discussion

1. What do we think of death in our society? Why do we felgath?
2. Who are the characters and what do we already know about them?

3. What does Jesus tell his disciples is the reason for not going to Lazarus? What
does that mean? How do we see this work itself out in the story?

4. What do you think about ThomasO comment in v. 16? Does he understand what
Jesus is doing?

5. What does the metaphor of sleep (compared to death) teach us about death for a
believer? Does this encourage you? Does our culture live in fear of death? In what
ways to do you see iis?

6. Why is Jesus in anguish? What is the significance that Jesus weeps? Why is he
deeply moved?

7. What is the significance that Jesus calls Lazarus by name? (v. 29p
What does this make you think about related to past lessons?

8. How doesMarthaOs interaction encourage us in our faith?
9. What does Jesus mean when he says Ol Am the Resurrection and the lifeEO ?

How is this story a larger metaphor for the human condition and the work of Christ
and the benefits of salvation?
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| am the Way, the Truth, and the Life
John 14:111

‘OLet not your hearts be troubled. Believe in Guatipve also in meln my Father's house are many
rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place fofAnd¥ | go and prepare

a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may b&akyou
know the way to where | am going"Thomas said to him, OLord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?@esus saido him, Ol am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through i you had known me, you would have known my Father dfsom

now on you do know him and have seen him.O

®Philip said to him, OLord, show us the Fathed, iaiis enough for us.Uesus said to himQHave | been

with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How
can you say, OShow us the Fath&mb?you not believe that | am in the Father and the Fathierrise?

The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does
his works."'Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the
works themselves.
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Questiondor Discussion

1.Jesus is comforting his disgles in this passage. Why®hat emdional state were
the disciples in?

2. Why does Jesus implore two different times: Obelieve in GodO and Obelieve in me0?
Explain what Jesus is saying here

3. What does the basis of comfort come fron{Mow is Christ preparing a place for
us? What is the metaphor herg?

4. What is Thomas asking and thinking in verse 5?

5. Breakdown verse 6: How is Jesus each of these things (the way, truth, life)?
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| am the True Vine
John 15:317

'Ol am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedré&aamy branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes
away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear mot&lfiedtly you are clean
because of the word that | have spoken to yAbide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit

by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide Thamethe vine; you are the
branches. Whoevebales in me and | in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing.’lf anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burn8flyou abide in ne, and my words abide in you, ask whatever

you wish, and it will be done for yolBy this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so

prove to be my disciple$As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my 14fgou

keep ny commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his lover'These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be full.

O This is my commandment, that you love one anath | have loved yod’Greater love has no one

than this, that someone lay down his life for his frieiti&u are my friends if you do what | command

you. No longer do | call you servantiey the servantioes not know what his master is doing; bhave

called you friends, for all that | have heard from my Father | have made known t&youw did not

choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
abide, so that whatever you ask the Failneny name, he may give it to yotiThese things | command

you, so that you will love one another.
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Questiondor Discussion

1.Review: What has happened? Who is Jesus talking to?

2. What is the metaphor of the vine, vinedressamd branches? What does this say
about how we, Jesus and God relate?

3. What is the fruit Jesus is talking about? Do we have fruit in our lives? Why do we
not?

4. What does pruning mean? What is it for and why is it necessary? What does it
look like practically? Who is pruned and who is not?

5. OAbideO is used 15 times in this passage. What does abiding make us think of?
How do we abide in Christ? What is the result?
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Resources used for this study:

He Resurrection drthe Life by John MacArthur

Abiding in Christ by John MacArthur

Comfort for Troubled Hearts: Who Goes When Jesus Comes? By John MacArthur
www.biblebb.com

The Gospel of John by Arthur Walkington Pink
http://www.pbministries.org/books/pink/pinks_archive.htm

That You May Believe: Studies in the Gospel ofjoBkip Ryan
Commentary on John by John Calvin

John: That You May Believe by R. Kéuinghes



